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 Indian agriculture has 
come long way since the introduc�on 
of new agricultural technology in the 

mid six�es with food grain produc�on 
increasing from 74 million tonnes in 1966-67 to 316 million tonnes in 2021-22to 315 million 
tones. However Indian agriculture is facing problems due to rising input costs and falling 
agricultural prices leading to decrease in the profitability/returns and moun�ng indebtedness 
among agricultural households. These developments have made agriculture a less-
remunera�ve enterprise obliging agricultural households to seek alterna�ve sources of 
livelihoods. The ongoing sub-division and fragmenta�on of already small holdings have further 
compounded the problem of non viability of agriculture/cul�va�on as a livelihood op�on. This 
has led to a massive push of youth from agriculture irrespec�ve of the non-availability of 
alterna�ve job opportuni�es. The data brought out by situa�on assessment survey 2003 reveal 
that 40 per cent of agricultural households are willing to leave agriculture at the first available 
opportunity which is a stark manifesta�on of agriculture becoming increasingly non-viable. The 
need of the hour is to mo�vate, convince and retain youth in agriculture. This can be done by 
educa�ng youths about the emerging scopes and avenues to prac�ce non conven�onal 
agriculture and grow different crops which are ecologically compa�ble, environmentally 
sustainable and climate change resilient and their agro-economic prac�ces to make agriculture 
an a�rac�ve commercial enterprise which affords them a decent level of living. In the current 
situa�on, there are four possible ways to increase the profitability of agriculture and thereby 
a�ract and retain youth in agriculture and allied sectors.

v Adop�on of high value cash crop agriculture including fruits and vegetable crops.

v promo�on of organic and natural farming in view of increasing demand for such products 
both in the domes�c and interna�onal markets.

v Adop�on of the cul�va�on of millets as these crops can withstand increasing weather 
uncertain�es and can be grown on marginal lands under rain fed condi�ons.

v Encouraging the youth to adopt farm related enterprises such as dairy farming, mushroom, 
sericulture, poultry, beekeeping, natural dyes & fibers, fisheries, etc. 

About The Conference

v  Educate, orient and mo�vate youths to take up alterna�ve emerging commercial modes of 
agriculture as a profession/source of livelihood. 

v  Empower  youth, farmers and agriprenures and startups through skill development in the 
latest agricultural prac�ces, capacity enhancement and providing hand holding support 
including market access.

v  Provide a pla�orm for sharing success stories of farmers, entrepreneurs, agri–entrepreneurs 
and startups engaged in organic farming, fruits and vegetable farming and in the cul�va�on 
and processing of millets and millet products.

v  Document and share lessons learnt from the success stories and startups in the adop�on and 
prac�cing of alterna�ve modes of commercial agriculture.

v  Explore the poten�al for ini�a�ng agri-business start-ups and se�ng up of incuba�on centers 
in organic and millets based products.

v Focus on tradi�onal science, yoga & sanskar and local upli�ment.

v Prepare a road map and draw a plan for different ac�vi�es to promote and popularize startups 
in the cul�va�on of millets and organic and natural farming in mountainous states and other 

Objectives

v Empowerment of youths as agripreneures

v Documenta�on of success stories and lessons learnt

v Suggest road map for promo�ng agripreneurship and startups

v Promo�on of start-ups in millets and millet products

Excepted Outcomes

  Par�cipants are requested 
to submit the abstracts repor�ng 

o r i g i n a l  u n p u b l i s h e d  r e s e a r c h   
and recent developments on the sub-themes related to the conference for “Oral/Poster 
Presenta�on” only to the Organizing Secretary as an a�achment at the email address 
“ ”  MS word Format. The word limit for abstract wri�ng is 250 with a yasu2023@cpuh.edu.in
font size of 12 and a font style of Times New Roman on A4 sheet with one inch margin on both 
sides. Only the presen�ng author, if registered for the conference, will be awarded a cer�ficate 
of presenta�on. All other authors, if registered, will get cer�ficates of par�cipa�on only. The 
presen�ng slides should not exceed 10. Each presenter will be given a total of 10 minutes for a 
PPT presenta�on (7 minutes for Presen�ng an ar�cle and 3 minutes for ques�on answers).
The par�cipant should prepare the poster in advance and bring it in person. The dimensions of 
the poster should be 24-inch (length) x 36-inch (width).

Call for Abstracts/Guidelines

Dr. G.N. Hariharan
Execu�ve Director
MSSRF, Chennai
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